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Brief Introduction   

 
 

Van  Mahotsav  Week - 1st-7th July,  2021  

 

orests have  played  a  critical  role  in our  survival.  Starting  from  the  air we  

breathe  to  the  wood  that  we  use. These forests not  only  provide  habitats  

for  animals  but  also livelihoods  for  humans.  They also help  in protection  of  

watershed,  prevention  of  soil erosion  and  mitigation  of  climate  change.  Forest 

help  by  providing  us with  alternative  fuels, increase  production  of  food  

resources,  create  shelter -belts  around  fields to  increase  productivity,  provide  

food  and  shade  for  cattle,  offer  shade  and  decorative  landscapes,  reduce  

drought,  and  help  to  prevent  soil erosion.  Even though  we  are  extensively  

de pendent  on  forests, we  are  letting  these  amazing  trees disappear.  They also 

help  us in maintaining  the  ecological  balance  and  reduction  of  carbon  

footprints.  Hectares  of  forests are  cut  down  or burnt  every  millisecond.  In this 

regard  the  Indian  forest  department  has made  sure that  for  each  tree  that  is 

fallen,  ten  tree  saplings  should  be  planted  to  make  up  for  its loss. However  this 

is rarely  followed.   

 

Van  Maho tsav  ôthe festival  of  treesõ is an  annual  one -week  tree  planting  

festival  held  in the  first week  of  July. It is celebrated  across  India,  as it is believed  

to  be  the  right  time  for  planting  trees as it coincides  with  the  Indian  monsoon  

season.  In 1947, bota nist MS Randhawa  organized  the  first Indian  national  tree  

plantation  week.  In the  year  1950, K. M. Munshi,  the  union  minister  for  

Agriculture  and  Food  wanted  to  create  awareness  and  the  importance  of  the  

conservation  of  forests, planting  of  new  trees and  the  ill effects  of  

deforestation.  Since then,  thousands  of  saplings  of  diverse  species  are  planted  

with  energetic  participation  of  the  locals  and  various  agencies  like the  forest  

department.   

 

This year,  Delhi  based  ENVIS RPs have  collectively  continued  with  the  tradition  

of  celebrating  ôVan Mahotsavõ to  encourage  community  participation  in a  

unique  manner  involving  communities.  This year  under  the  ôEk Bharat  Shrestha 

Bharatõ (EBSB) Scheme,  Delhiõs partner  state  Sikkimõs ENVIS centres  have  

agreed  to  celebra te  Van  Mohotsav  2021 together  with  the  Delhi  based  ENVIS 

RPs. In this testing  times  of  pandemic,  community  participation  is the  most  

challenging  task. Thus, while  maintaining  social  distancing  and  by  following  all  

the  COVID -19 protocols,  it was  decided  to  start a  programme  ôPlant Where  

You Areõ. Community  stakeholders  like general  public,  students,  GSDP 
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candidates,  ENVIS staff  were  requested  to  plant  trees in their  neighbourhood  

and  their  places  of  work.  These Green  Volunteers  were  encouraged  to  plant  

sapling  and  take  pictures  of  plantation  activities.  Details  such  as number  of  

trees planted  and  name  of  the  species  were  submitted  by  the  green  

volunteers.  A total  of  62 responses were  recorded  across  the  country,  majority  

of  them  being  students.  A total  of  2665 saplings  were  planted  in the  week  and  

the  photographs  during  the  plantation  process  were  shared  with  the  ENVIS 

Team.  

 

Brochure  and  detail  of Van  Mahotsav  was  uploaded  on  Twitter Handle  of 

Ministry  of Environment,  Forest and  Climate  Change  
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Locations  where  trees were  planted  under   

Delhi  based  ENVIS Centres  

 

Van Mahotsav is a week -long celebration across India , which started on July 

1st and concluded on July 7 th, 2021. The Van Mahotsav is celebrated every 

year in  the first week of July to raise awareness of tree plantation and forest  

conservation. It is a festival that encourages the cit izens of India to p lant more  

trees. Forests and trees help in lowering the carbon footprint and maintain  

ecological balance.  Delhi and S ikkim based ENV IS Centres conducted an 

event titled 'Plant Where  You Are' to celebrate Van Mahotsav thi s year while 

maintaining social  distancing and by following all the COVID -19 protocols, at 

the same time  increasing green cover. Community stakeholders like general 

public , students,  GSDP candidates, and ENVIS staff planted trees in their 
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neighbourhood and  place where they are residing or working under lockdown 

and uploaded the  photos and locations in the Google form . 

 

Name of Plant Species which were p lanted  during Van Mahotsav 2021  

 

Sl. Name of Plant  Sl. Name of Plant  

1 Cedrus deodara 36 Safeda 

2 Mango 37 Khair 

3 Plum  38 Peepal 

4 Peach 39 Banana 

5 Apple 40 Kamilahar syrup 

6  Murraya koenigii (Curry Leaves) 41 Pomegranate  

7 Willow 42 Cactus 

8 Phyllanthus emblica (Amla) 43 Papaya 

9 Palm 44 Nine o clock  

10 Ficus retusa 45 Crown flower tree 

11 Ficus religiosa 46 Bel flower tree 

12 Tulsi 47 Alovera  

13 Madagascar Periwinkle 48 Nayantara 

14 Bamboo ( T. oliveri) 49 Cedrus deodara ( deodar) 

15 Saraca asoca 50 Hibiscus  

16 Azadirachta indica 51 Pinus wallichiana (kail)  

17 Guava 52 Kathal and Ashok 

18 Alstonia 53 Ashok 

19 Acacia auriculiformis 54 Lantana 

20 Lemon  55 Papdi 

21 Rudraksha 56 Pilkhan 

22 Jasmine 57 Ocimum tenuiflorum 

23 Ficus 58 Ajwain 

24 Azadirachta india (Neem)  59 Marigold  

25 Aegle marmelos (Bael) 60 Ocimum tenuiflorum  

26 Terminalia arjuna (Arjun) 61 Basil Plant 

27 Dalbergia sissoo (Shisham)  62 Sajavati 

28 Ficus benghalebsis (Banyan fig) 63 Dwarf Mondo Grass 

29 Anjeer 64 Samel  

30 Jamhairi 65 Jackfruit 

31 Kaju 66 Sapota 

32 Jamun 67 Snake plant 

33 Pongame oiltree 68 Jasminum 

34 Tuni 69 Solanum surattense  

35 Teak (Tectona grandis)   
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Brochure  published  for Van  Mahotsav  2021 
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